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NORTH AND NORTHEAST NEIGHBORS
CELEBRATE ROSE FESTIVAL, GRADUATIONS AND
MORE, MOVING TOWARD HOPE AND HEALING
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ROSE FESTIVAL

parades

IN PLACE
In Rose City Park

By Ted Perkins
eelperkins@ e e, info
photos by Katharine Kimball
witvns ketharimediderbvnll. oo

Omn Fridwy, May 22, the Portland Rose Festival kicked off its 2020 season with a virtual
opening night concent and fireworks streamed on Facebook. This year’s festival will be
unlike any before. Most events and activithes have been suspended, but the festival has
inspired neighbors o gather and celebrate - against a myriad of historic and external
forces — for the mone than 100 years. Event coondinators have had 1o be creative, finding
new wiays o engage the community and keep the festival alive.

“The 2020 Rose Festival will be an example of how our community can both honor
diversity and celebrate unity,” said Rose Festival President Teri Bowles-Atherton, an
Alameda and Beaumont school alum who graduated from S0 Mary’s Academy. "We
are optimistically planning for a modifled celebration and we look forward o being a
messenger of hope and healing o our communities.”

This spring, the festhval asked members of the community 1o celebrate and inspine hopse
by decarating their front porches, windows or sidewalks for a porch parade. Nelghbors
with rose gardens visible from the street of sidewalks were also encouraged w participate,

Decorations will be displayed through the month and at least 150 registered locations
in the metro area ane marked with a Porch Parade or Roses for Hope Lwn sign. A map of
registered locations is available ar www. paradinginplace.com, identifying areas 1o plan
a walk or drive and enjoy the celebration,

On Saturday afterncon, May 23, a Rose Festival VIP procession drove through selected
nelghborhoods to thank creative commuenity members for thelr participation. One
nirighborhood that drew special attention was in Rose City Park on Northeast 54th Avenue,
between Siskivou and Stanton Streets, where neighbors have worked hard diring
social-distancing requirements (o support one another and connect their community,

One neighbor, Karen boyee said that the neighborhood recognizes that small
businesses are struggling.

“Thay worked so hard to bring thekr dreams to reality and then they just had
everything swept out from under them,” she said. “It's hearthreaking. We love our local
businesses and want them to be around when all of this is all over. We miss them.”

The loyce family decorated their front parch in support of Tony Starlight's Shownoom.,

“He's been working really hard to keep his business afloat, suppor his fiellow
musicians and keep people entenained during these uncertain times.” she said. “His
live YouTube shows have been a great escape for us, We streamed one of his shows from
our front porch Noat last Saturday and a bunch of the neighbors sat - at a distance - in
the pouring down rain and sang along.”

In addition 1o the Porch Parade, on Saturday, June 6, at 2200 pom. the festival will host
a Grand Petite Parade, featuring shoe box-size floats created by community members,
a celebration of marching bands, equestrian units, and other Rose Festival parade
favorites. For more informathon, visit www.paradinginplace. com. %
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